
 
 

Planning Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – May 14th, 2015 

Peculiar City Hall, Council Chambers @ 7:00pm 
 

Present: Vice Chairman Mr. Tim Conway,  Mr. Jim Antonides, Mayor Holly Stark,  
Mrs. Kimberly Mallinson, Mr. Greg Vincent and City Planner Clifford McDonald  

 
1.  Vice Chairman Conway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2.  Vice Chairman Conway asked all to stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance”  

 
3.  Roll Call of Members: 
     Commissioner Antonides Aye 
     Commissioner Conway              Aye 
     Commissioner Dougherty   Excused 
     Commissioner Mallinson  Aye 
     Mayor Stark         Aye 
     Commissioner Vincent  Aye 

 
4.  Consideration of the Minutes, March 12th, 2015.  Mr. Conway asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the minutes; none were presented.  Mr. Conway asked for a Motion to accept the minutes as 
amended.  Motion Made, Seconded & Passed (MMSP) (Mayor Stark, 2nd by Mr. Antonides) to accept the 
Minutes as presented.   
 
5.  Consideration of the Agenda:  Agenda was reviewed; Mr. McDonald stated there were no changes or 
amendments to the Agenda.  Motion Made, Seconded & Passed (MMSP) to accept the Agenda as presented. 
(Mr. Antonides, 2nd by Mrs. Mallinson). 
  
6.  New Business: 
 
    A.  PUBLIC HEARING: FINAL PLAT APPLICATION, GAIL’S RIDGE TRACTS 1 & 2. 
     Mr. McDonald presented the Staff Report on the Final Plat application for Gail’s Ridge which included the 
five (5) criteria the Commission will use to render their decision to approve/disapprove the application.  Mr. 
Conway asked if the Commission had any questions.  Mr. Antonides asked about the Final Plat’s lack of 
detail/additional information and stated it appeared to be a Lot-split.  Mr. McDonald stated this application is 
essentially a Lot-split, however the City Code has no provision to expedite/abbreviate the proceedings for this 
and so the Commission is following the same procedures for a Final Plat.  Typically Final Plats, especially for a 
residential subdivision will have much more information presented.  No other questions were presented.  Mr. 
Conway asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of the Final Plat Application; the applicant Mr. Emmett 
Smith addressed the Commission with an overview of how this would improve the access to the RV Park by 
providing a lower grade for the access road and how it would provide for a one-way direction to enter and exit 
through the RV Park.  Mr. Smith said several years from now his son would like to construct a restaurant on the 
3 acre tract and that would be presented then.  Mr. Conway asked if there were any questions and if anyone 
would like to speak either in-favor of, or against the Final Plat – no comments were presented either way.  

 
B. ROLL CALL VOTE TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED FINAL PLAT OF GAIL’S RIDGE, TRACTS 1 & 2 
submitted by Mr. Emmett “Frosty” Smith as presented:  MMSP to APPROVE the Final Plat of Gail’s Ridge, 
Tracts 1 & 2 as presented; Motion by Mrs. Mallinson, Seconded by Mr. Antonides.  
       Roll Call Vote:  Antonides  Aye;  Conway Aye;   Mallinson  Aye;  Stark Aye;  Vincent  Aye;     
  Proposed Final Plat of Gail’s Ridge, Tracts 1 & 2 Approved, by a vote of 5:0 
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7.  Old Business:  DISCUSSION OF RESIDENTIAL PARKING RESTRICTIONS: RV’S, BOATS, 
TRAILERS & VEHICLES.  
 Mr. McDonald reviewed the parking restrictions of neighboring cities with the Commission; most Cities 
require parking on an improved surface.  He reminded the Commission of the picture of two small boats parked 
between two homes with barely a foot of clearance between them and how that image stuck in everyone’s 
mind.  Mr. McDonald discussed options for the Commission to consider, which included doing nothing, 
requiring a minimum side yard clearance of 18 or 20 feet to permit side yard parking, omitting side yard 
parking altogether, or establishing a minimum Lot size to permit side yard parking.  Mr. McDonald stated all 
cities allowed parking these vehicles & trailers in the back yard and Peculiar should provide that as well.  
Discussion ensued about lot size, access to back yards, construction of gates, etc..  Mr. McDonald presented a 
minimum lot size of 14,520 square feet (1/3 acre) to allow parking in the side yard; size is easily verified 
through the Cass County Assessor’s website.  Mayor Stark asked why that size was suggested and Mr. 
McDonald said it provides sufficient size for side lot clearance; additionally that size was established by the 
City of Belton in their ordinance so it may appear less arbitrary.  Additional discussion was held about possibly 
reducing the lot size to 12,000 square feet, and/or using the minimum side yard clearance in lieu just lot size.   
 Mr. McDonald offered to draft an amendment to the City Zoning Code, or Property Maintenance Code to 
present the Commission at their next meeting; he stated lot size could easily be amended in the draft ordinance 
to reflect the final direction of the Commission.   
        
8.  Commissioner’s Comments:  Mr. Conway stated he would not be available for the June 11th meeting; it is 
one day before the Wine, Arts & Music Festival and he will be helping with set-up and organization.  No other 
comments were presented. 
         
9.  Next Meeting Date:  Scheduled for Thursday, June 11th, 2015. 
 
10.  There was no further business; Mr. Conway called for a motion to adjourn. Mayor Stark motioned to 
adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Antonides, MMSP;   Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
Minutes were taken and prepared by Mr. Clifford McDonald, City Planner. 
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