
Board of Aldermen Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday December 15, 2014 

 
A regular meeting and public hearing of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Peculiar, Missouri, was held in the Council 
Chambers in City Hall at 6:30 p.m. on Monday December 15, 2014.  Mayor Holly Stark called the meeting to order and all who 
were present joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following aldermen responded to roll call: Bob Fines, Donald Turner, Veronika Ray, Jerry Ford and Kelsie McCrea. Patrick 
Roberts was listed as excused absent. 
 
City Staff present for the meeting were City Administrator Brad Ratliff, City Clerk Nick Jacobs, City Attorney Reid Holbrook, 
Chief of Police Harry Gurin, Parks & Recreation Director Nathan Musteen, Business Office Manager Trudy Prickett and City 
Engineer Carl Brooks. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

A. Approval of the Draft Minutes of November 17, 2014 BOA Meeting. 
 B. Approval of the Draft Minutes of December 1, 2014 Worksession Meeting 
 

 On a motion by Alderman Ford and seconded by Alderman Turner consent agenda was approved by a 5-0roll call vote. 
 
Mayor Stark announced that the winners of the first ever Holiday Home Decorating Contest were in attendance and asked that 
Parks and Recreation Director Nathan Musteen come forward and explain a little of what it was and introduce the winners.  
 
He stated there were 2 categories: Most Festive and Most Peculiar. There was a $5 entry fee and had 5 entries. The winners 
of the Most Peculiar category were Mr. and Mrs. Burgess of Meadow Lane. He presented the Burgesses with a yard sign and 
a gift certificate to Katie’s Café. 
 
For Most Festive, it was Mr. and Mrs. Creek of Poplar Street. He too presented them with a yard sign as well as a gift 
certificate. 
 
Mayor Stark thanked the residents for their time and for participating. 
 
Employee of the Quarter – Trudy Prickett 
 
City Administrator Brad Ratliff addressed the Board. He stated that Trudy is a valuable asset to the City. She was very 
instrumental in the budget process as well as being very professional and knowledgeable. This is why she was chosen for the 
employee of the quarter. 
 
Mayor Stark added some kind words and thanked Trudy for her hard work. 
 
Presentation 
 
 Resolution 2014-62 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,   
 MISSOURI TO APPROVE ESTABLISHING THE HONORARY AND PERMANENT FACILITY NAME OF THE  
 WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT AS THE ENGLAND FACILITY 
 
Brad Ratliff addressed the Board. He stated that Bill was retiring with a last day of January 2nd. He gave a brief overview of 
Bill’s history since Brad had been with the City. Brad also gave an overview of Bill’s father Ray England, who worked and 
retired from the City as well. He stated that Ray was very well respected throughout the state in the wastewater field. To show 
gratitude and respect for the England family, Brad put forth a Resolution to officially name the wastewater treatment facility to 
the England Facility for their 65 combined years of time with the City of Peculiar. 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-62. The motion was seconded by Alderman Fines and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
Mayor Stark thanked the England family for their hard work and dedication to the City. 
 
Unfinished Business 
  
 A. Bill No. 2014-32 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI CALLING FOR A   
  GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON APRIL 7, 2015 AND ESTABLISHING FILING DATES FOR SAID  
  ELECTION 
   *2nd Reading 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He stated that this ordinance will allow the City to have a General Election on 
April 7, 2015 and will establish the filing dates for those who wish to file for office. The 3 offices open are one Alderman for 
each of the 3 wards. The filing will begin at 8am on December 16th, 2014 and end at 5pm on January 20th, 2015. Mr. Jacobs 
pointed out that he included a copy of the public notice announcing the election in the Aldermen’s packet for their information. 



 
No Board comments. 
No public comments. 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-32 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Turner and was approved by a 5-0 voice vote. Alderman Ford made a motion to accept the second reading of Bill 
No. 2014-32 and place on final passage as Ordinance 12152014. The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 B. Bill No. 2014-33 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,  
  MISSOURI APPROVING THE REZONING OF MR. ALFRED E. DIBBENS PROPERTY COMMONLY  
  KNOWN AS 21107 S. PECULIAR DRIVE. 
   *2nd Reading 
 
City Planner Cliff McDonald addressed the Board. He stated the Board of Aldermen held their public hearing on December 1st 
and unanimously approved the 1st reading of the rezoning. The Planning Commission also approved the rezoning request. He 
stated that this rezoning is consistent with the City’s Future Land Use Plan. He stated no objections have been filed and that 
staff recommends approval. 
 
No Board comments. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-33 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman McCrea and was approved by a 5-0 voice vote. Alderman Ford made a motion to accept the second reading of Bill 
No. 2014-33 and place on final passage as Ordinance 12152014. The motion was seconded by Alderman McCrea and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
New Business 
 
 A. Resolution 2014-63 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,  
  MISSOURI APPROVING THE CITY OF PECULIAR 2015 LEGISLATIVE POLICIES 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He gave an overview based on the direction from the last meeting. He stated he 
updated the policy with what the Board had either concurred with or had no stance on. 
 
No Board comment. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-63. The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 B. Resolution 2014-64 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,  
  MISSOURI APPROVING AUTHORIZATION FOR STREET LIGHT CHANGES CITY OF PECULIAR. 
 
City Engineer Carl Brooks addressed the Board. He stated that the new street light request has been approved by KCP&L. the 
new light would be at the intersection of Harper Road and YY Highway. The cost for operating the light will be approximately 
$500 per year. 
 
Mayor Stark asked about the maybe working with MoDOT in the future since the light is on their road. 
Staff commented that they would be happy to reach out to MoDOT on future lights along state maintained roads.   
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-64. The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 

 



 C. Bill No. 2014-34 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,  
  MISSOURI APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
  (MODOT) COST SHARE SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT NO 2 FOR THE I-49 AND 211TH STREET  
  INTERCHANGE (CASS COUNTY), MISSOURI 
   *1st Reading 
 
City Engineer Carl Brooks addressed the Board. He stated that this is the second supplemental agreement for the 211th street 
interchange project. He stated the good news is the awarding of $1.1 million dollars towards the project which was a grant the 
City applied for in the spring. He said with the final designs and plans the cost estimate has increased 20%.  
 
Mayor Stark asked if the project seemed to be on target for the project being bid out. 
Staff commented that there is a meeting with MoDOT in the near future and would have more information for the next meeting. 
 
Brad commented that a good thing about the project being delayed is the opportunity to submit for TIGER Grant again. 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-34 by title only. The motion was seconded by Alderman 
McCrea and was approved by a 5-0 voice vote. Alderman Ford made a motion to accept the first reading of Bill No. 2014-34. 
The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and was accepted by a 5-0 voice vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
Topic for Discussion 
 
 A. Proposed Annexation for General Election 
 
City Planner Cliff McDonald addressed the Board. He stated that there are 2 tracts being proposed. The first tract is a 12 ½ 
acre tract of land on School Road and the 2nd is the KCP&L substation on YY highway. For this to be on the April 7, 2015 
ballot, the Board will need to approve 2 resolutions at the next meeting to begin the process. Cliff commented that the City 
would probably have to pay for its own election if the Board wanted to put it on the August ballot. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to move forward with the annexation. 
 
City Administrators Report 
 
The Police Garage is complete and would like there e a walkthrough on January 5th before the next meeting. There has been a 
slight increase in housing permits being pulled. Brad stated that the biggest issue facing the City is road repair and staff will 
continue to bring forth ideas on funding mechanisms to help curb this. One of the biggest discussions will need to be had is the 
future of Channel 7. The cost to move the fiber line from old city hall to the Police Department is $32,000. Staff is moving 
forward with implanting the new Incode system throughout the City. Parks and Rec. will be looking at sending their own 
publication separate of the City Newsletter. The water loss for November was 5% which is less than the industry standard of 
15%. Staff has received good feedback regarding the new Christmas decorations. The new Trucks for Public Works should be 
delivered soon hopefully before the first snowfall. Staff recently met with the engineers on the monument sign project. They 
seem to be online to assist the City in redesigning the monument sign. The auditors have been in City Hall for the past 2 
weeks doing the annual audit as well as doing a separate audit for the FBI Forfeiture funds. 
 
Mayor Stark thanked the staff for the great job of the set up of the Mayor’s Tree Lighting. She stated that the event was very 
well organized and was well received by the residents. 
 
The pictures with Santa have also been uploaded to the website from the event. 
 
Alderman Concerns 
 
Alderman McCrea asked about the other 2 tracts from the last annexation and why were not going after them again? 
Staff commented that 1 of the tracts was Sioux Chief and since it requires a 66.67% vote that it does not take much to stop 
that from happening. Staff also feels that taking small steps may be a better plan this time around. 
 
Alderman McCrea asked about the online bill pay system that has recently changed.  
Staff commented that the way it currently is, is how it will have to stay until the new system is implemented. 
 
Alderman McCrea asked about channel 7 and feels that it is too much money to keep since its not utilized. 
Staff commented that they may look at rolling the cost of the moving channel 7 be figured into the sale price of the property at 
Schug Ave. 
 
Alderman Ford stated that most of the bidders who would be bidding on the 211th Street interchange are currently locking in 
diesel prices which would work towards the City’s favor. 
 
Alderman Ray stated there is a pothole on North Street by Casey’s. 
Alderman Turner stated a route to look at for channel 7 is having a video encoder/decoder system where the City would 
encode the video and send it to Comcast who would decode it and put it on channel 7. 
 
Aldermen Directives 



 
Establish the England Facility 
Execute the Ordinance for the General Election. 
Update the zoning map to reflect the rezoning. 
Send updated legislative policies to legislators. 
Send street light request to KCP&L 
Bring back MoDOT cost share agreement for second reading 
Pothole by Casey’s 
Look at encoder/decoder for channel 7 
 
Executive Session 
 
Alderman Turner made a motion to enter into executive session pursuant to RSMo 610.021(1) beginning at 7:45pm for 10 
minutes. Seconded by Alderman Ford and was approved by a 5-0 roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
The Board reconvened regular session at 7:52 pm. 
 
Resolution 2014-65 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CLOSING AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY TO ACHIEVE A FINAL DETERMINATION AND SETTLEMENT OF ISSUES RAISED IN A 
VOLUNTARY CLOSING AGREEMENT PROGRAM (VCAP); AND 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-65. The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and was 
accepted by a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Abstain  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 
Alderman Turner made a motion to enter into executive session at 7:53pm pursuant to RSMo 610.021(2) for 15 minutes. 
Seconded by Alderman Ford and was approved by a 5-0 roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
The Board reconvened regular session at 8:01pm. 
 
Alderman Turner made a motion to enter into executive session pursuant to RSMo 610.021(3) beginning at 8:05pm for 45 
minutes. Seconded by Alderman Ford and was approved by a 5-0 roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to extend to extend Brad Ratliff’s contract for employment 3 years to 2020. Alderman McCrea 
seconded the motion. 
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
Alderman Ford made a motion to approve a 4% increase in salary for City Administrator Brad Ratliff effective for the next pay 
period. Alderman McCrea seconded the motion. 
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Absent 
Alderman Fines           Nay   Alderman Turner      Nay 
 
Adjournment 
 
On a motion from Alderman Ford, second from Alderman McCrea, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm with a 5-0 voice vote 
with Alderman Roberts being absent. 
 
Regular session minutes were taken and transcribed by Nick Jacobs, City Clerk.   
 
______________________________ 

 



Nick Jacobs, City Clerk 
 
Approved by the Board of Aldermen:1/20/2015 
 


