
Board of Aldermen Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday December 1, 2014 

    
A regular work session meeting and public hearing of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Peculiar, Missouri, was held in the Council 
Chambers in City Hall at 6:30 p.m. on Monday December 1, 2014.  Mayor Holly Stark called the meeting to order and all who were 
present joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following aldermen responded to roll call: Donald Turner, Bob Fines, Jerry Ford, Patrick Roberts, Veronika Ray and Kelsie McCrea. 
 
City Staff present for the meeting were City Administrator Brad Ratliff, City Attorney Reid Holbrook, Chief of Police Harry Gurin, City 
Clerk Nick Jacobs, City Planner Clifford McDonald, and Parks & Recreation Director Nathan Musteen. 
 
Business 
 
 A. Bill No. 2014-30 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI AMENDING SECTION 130.260 OF  
  PECULIAR MUNICPAL CODE. 
   *2nd Reading 
 
Chief of Police Harry Gurin addressed the Board. He stated that this Bill will increase the surcharge for municipal violations an 
additional $2 for Hope Haven and $2 Inmate Housing Charges. Per the question from Alderman Turner at the last meeting Chief Gurin 
discovered that Cass County has approved the additional $2 for Hope Haven as well. 
 
No Board comments. 
No public comments. 
 
Alderman Roberts moved to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-30 by title only, seconded by Alderman Ford and was approved 
by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts moved to accept the second reading of the bill and place on final passage as Ordinance number 
12012014, seconded by Alderman Ford and approved by the following 6-0 roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Ford          Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye 
Alderman McCrea         Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 
 B. Bill No. 2014-31 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI  
  AMENDING SECTION 105.020 IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH REV. STAT. MO §§ 115.342, SECTIONS 1, 2 AND  
  3. 
   *2nd Reading 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He stated that it will remove the section in the City Code that requires the City Clerk to 
check if a potential candidate is in arrears for municipal taxes and replace it with the new statutory requirement of the potential 
candidate filing with the Missouri Department of Revenue an affidavit stating they owe no taxes. This will bring current code in line with 
State Statutes. He stated that he spoke with a representative of the Missouri Department of Revenue and they were made aware of the 
changes in State Statutes two weeks ago and that their work load was going to increase significantly.  
 
Mayor Stark asked if other Cities were changing due to the new Statute revision. 
Staff commented that Grandview, Raymore and Pleasant Hill were all changing very soon and that Belton already had the requirement 
in their code.  
 
Alderman Ray stated she got on to the Missouri Department of Revenue website and was able to find it easily and that it is fillable 
online. 
 
No public comments. 
 
Alderman Ford moved to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-31 by title only, seconded by Alderman Roberts and was approved 
by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Ford moved to accept the second reading of the bill and place on final passage as Ordinance number 
12012014A, seconded by Alderman Roberts and approved by the following 6-0 roll call vote. 
 
Alderman Ford          Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye 
Alderman McCrea         Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 C. Bill No. 2014-32 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI CALLING FOR A GENERAL  
  MUNICIPAL ELECTION ON APRIL 7, 2015 AND ESTABLISHING FILING DATES FOR SAID ELECTION 
   *1st Reading 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. This will establish the filing dates for the April 2015 General Election as well as call for an 
election. He stated that he included in the packet the public notice that will be put in the newspaper. He stated that on the public notice 
he put the requirement of a candidate to file the affidavit with the Missouri Department of Revenue as well as that the City will conduct 
the random draw procedure for deciding ballot placement. 
 
Alderman McCrea asked how many Cities utilize the random draw procedure. 
Staff commented that Cass County, Lee’s Summit utilizes it and Grandview is trying to propose that their council utilize this method. 



 
Alderman Roberts moved to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-32 by title only, seconded by Alderman Ford and was approved by a 
6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts moved to accept the first reading of the bill, seconded by Alderman Ford and approved by the 
following 6-0 voice vote. 
 
Alderman Ford          Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye 
Alderman McCrea         Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 D. Public Hearing & Bill No. 2014-33 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF  
  PECULIAR, MISSOURI APPROVING THE REZONING OF MR. ALFRED E. DIBBENS PROPERTY COMMONLY  
  KNOWN AS 21107 S. PECULIAR DRIVE. 
   *1st Reading 
 
City Planner Cliff McDonald addressed the Board. He gave a brief overview of the background of the property location and that the 
property owner is requesting to be rezoned to C-1 General Business. He stated that this is consistent with the City Comprehensive 
Plan. The property has water and electrical service available to it. The properties on 3 side are zoned C-1, making this rezoning 
compatible with surrounding properties. The current property has been vacant for 15 years. The Planning Commission approved the 
rezoning at its last regular meeting. 
 
Alderman McCrea asked why he wanted to rezone the property. 
Staff commented that the owner noticed that the surrounding properties are zoned commercial and this should increase its value. 
 
Alderman Turner asked if this property was one of the properties the City is getting Right-of-way from for the new interchange. 
Staff commented that it was. 
 
Alderman Turner stated that once the rezoning is complete the land will be more valuable and may increase the cost of the Right-of-
way. 
Staff commented that the criteria for the Board to consider the rezoning had been presented and that status of an agreement for Right-
of-way was not a stipulation to either approve or disapprove a rezoning request and the decision must be made on the outlined criteria. 
 
Kerri Robinson addressed the Board. She stated that governments should not be able to hold someone’s property hostage. She said 
that that the cost of the project should not increase significantly due to this property. 
 
Alderman Ford moved to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-33 by title only, seconded by Alderman Roberts and was approved by a 
6-0 voice vote. Alderman Ford moved to accept the first reading of the bill, seconded by Alderman Roberts and approved by the 
following 6-0 voice vote. 
 
Alderman Ford          Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye 
Alderman McCrea         Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
 A. Road Improvement Plan utilizing Chapter 88 of RSMo 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He stated that he has been looking through Missouri State Statutes trying to find a means 
of helping to cover costs of daily activities as well as large projects. He stated that Chapter 88 of Missouri State Statutes allows for a 
fourth class city to assess road improvements to adjoining property owners. He stated that the City of Clinton utilized this chapter to pay 
for a large project in 2004. 
 
He outlined the 3 streets that were set to be repaired and overlaid in the current fiscal year. He broke down each cost to do the project 
as well as the assessed amounts to each property. He went into detail about the assessment amounts for each road and the process to 
be able to assess these amounts.  
 
Alderman Fines stated that this does not seem like an idea the current Board would utilize given the current water rates and property 
tax levels but it is good to have for future knowledge. 
 
 City Administrator Brad Ratliff addressed the Board. He stated that an idea he had was to allow citizens to essentially move their road 
project up the list by utilizing this chapter. This would merely be a policy that could be adopted by the Board of Aldermen at a later date. 
 
There was further discussion amongst the Board. 
 
Alderman McCrea stated that she was impressed by the creativity that Nick brings but is not in favor of this particular plan. She 
wondered if this could be placed out to the residents as almost a survey stating how you would like to fund the aging roads. 
 
The consensus of the Board was to put it as a voluntary policy for residents to use. 
 
 
 B. 2015 Legislative Policy 
 
City Administrator Brad Ratliff addressed the Board. He gave a brief overview of the reason for this procedure before allowing the City 
Clerk Nick Jacobs to go over each policy change in detail. 



 
Nick outlined the various changes from the Missouri Municipal Leagues policies. He went over the various policy changes and gathered 
from the Board which policies they concurred with and which they did not concur with.  
 
After much discussion, the Board of Aldermen concurred with all of the policies that were changed that were presented except the 
Super Tax Increment Financing which they chose to have no stance on.   
 
 C. Street Light Request at YY Highway & Harper Road 
 
City Engineer Carl Brooks addressed the Board. He stated a citizen has approached the City requesting a street light at the corner of 
YY Highway and Harper Road. He stated that KCP&L will install the street light at the approval of the Board of Aldermen.  
 
Mayor Stark asked if there were multiple requests for this light. 
Staff commented that this was the only request. 
 
Alderman Roberts stated that if it needed more requests his wife and he would both be in support of a light at the intersection. 
Staff commented they would bring a resolution the next meeting for approval. 
 
At 7:32pm there was a 5 minute break with meeting continuing at 7:37pm. 
 
State of the City Address, by the City Administrator 
 
City Administrator Brad Ratliff addressed the Board. He went over the individual statistics for each department as far as Work Orders 
issued, Code Violations issued, Moving Violations issued and so forth. He spoke at great length regarding the details of each 
department’s goals and accomplishments for the previous fiscal year as well as the projected goals for the current year. He thanked 
staff for the hard work over the year. 
 
There was some intermittent discussion amongst the Board and staff regarding particular statistics. 
 
Aldermen Concerns or Additional Topics for Discussion by Aldermen 
 
 
 
Aldermen Directives Reported by City Administrator 
 
Execute Bill No. 2014-30 & 31. 
Bring back Bill No. 2014-32 & 33 for second reading. 
Bring Legislative Policy back for approval. 
Bring street light request back for approval. 
Develop a voluntary road repaving policy. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On a motion from Alderman Ford, second from Alderman Turner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm with a 6-0 voice vote. 
 
Regular session minutes were taken and transcribed by Nick Jacobs, City Clerk.   
 
______________________________ 
Nick Jacobs, City Clerk 
Approved by the Board of Aldermen: 12/15/2014 


