
Board of Aldermen Regular Meeting Minutes 
Monday September 15, 2014 

    
A regular meeting and public hearing of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Peculiar, Missouri, was held in the Council 
Chambers in City Hall at 6:30 p.m. on Monday September 15, 2014.  Mayor Holly Stark called the meeting to order and all who 
were present joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The following aldermen responded to roll call: Jerry Ford, Patrick Roberts, Bob Fines, Donald Turner, Veronika Ray and Kelsie 
McCrea 
 
City Staff present for the meeting were City Administrator Brad Ratliff, City Clerk Nick Jacobs, City Attorney Reid Holbrook, 
Chief of Police Harry Gurin, Parks & Recreation Director Nathan Musteen, Business Office Manager Trudy Prickett and City 
Engineer Carl Brooks. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

A. Approval of the Draft Minutes of August 18, 2014 BOA Meeting. 
 B. Approval of the Draft Minutes of September 2, 2014 Worksession Meeting 
 

 On a motion by Alderman Roberts and seconded by Alderman Turner consent agenda was approved by a unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Proclamations – Distinguished Alumni Award Recipients 
 
Mayor Stark gave a brief explanation of the proclamations that they are a joint effort with the City of Raymore. 
 
Shockey Consulting – Presentation regarding Economic Incentive Policy, Downtown Market, and 211th Street Corridor 
Analysis. 
 
Jim Potter with Development Initiatives and Sheila Ferguson with Shockey Consulting gave a presentation to the Board. They 
discussed some of the options that they have come up with to help strengthen the City in the future. Some of them include a 
better joint venture with the Cass County Corporation for Economic Development, establishing an Industrial Development 
Authority, and establishing a Tax Increment Finance Commission as well as creating a business liaison staff member. They 
went further in depth speaking of possibly trying to establish a 353 district which would allow for tax abatement for 
redevelopment. They spoke at length giving some examples various sized retail establishments that could possibly locate to 
Peculiar and the impact it would have. They touched on the projected growth of Cass County as well as Peculiar and the effect 
it will have. 
 
Staff commented that the Industrial Development Authority has been established and has its first meeting on September 16th 
and staff is working on establishing the TIF commission. 
 
Mayor Stark thanked Shockey Consulting for the report and that the reposts would be available online on the City’s website. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
 A. Bill No. 2014-23 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF COMBINED WATERWORKS  
  AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM REFUNDING AND IMPROVEMENT REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2014, OF  
  THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI; PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF SAID BONDS AND  
  THE COVENANTS AND AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT AND SECURITY THEREOF;  
  AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN ACTIONS AND DOCUMENTS AND PRESCRIBING OTHER MATTERS  
  RELATING THERETO. 
   *2nd Reading 
 
Financial Advisor Joey McLiney addressed the Board. He gave an overview of the refunding stating that it was outstanding. He 
stated that for the 20 year Bond the interest rate 3.01% and the Board will have the option to call the bonds without a premium 
in four and one half years. He said the additional borrowing of $500,000 over the life of the bond cost roughly $49,000. He 
stated that the City received an A rating and that the City’s G.O. rating was upgraded from an A to an A+. He commended staff 
stating that management and the Board is why the upgrade occurred.  
 
Mayor Stark commented that by refinancing this Bond the City is only extending the current Bond by 3 years. 
 
Alderman Turner asked if the rate would be higher than this. 
Mr. McLiney replied that it would not. 
 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-23 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Ford and was approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts made a motion to accept the second reading of Bill 
No. 2014-23 and place on final passage as Ordinance number 09152014. The motion was seconded by Alderman Turner and 
was accepted by a 6-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 



Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 
 B. Bill No. 2014-24 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR,  
  MISSOURI APPROVING AND ACCEPTING THE MODOT MISSOURI HIGHWAYS AND    
  TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION COST APPORTIONMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE ROUTE C  
  SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS FROM I-49 J/C BRIDGE TO CITY HALL 250 S. MAIN STREET CASS  
  COUNTY, MISSOURI 
   *2nd Reading 
 
City Engineer Carl Brooks addressed the Board. He stated that this is a joint effort with MoDOT in which they are giving the 
City $70,000 towards this project of putting a sidewalk from City Hall to the J/C Interchange. He stated the contract has been 
reviewed by the City Attorney. 
 
No Board comment. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to have the second reading of Bill No. 2014-24 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Ford and was approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts made a motion to accept the second reading of Bill 
No. 2014-24 and place on final passage as Ordinance number 09152014A. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and 
was accepted by a 6-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 
New Business 
  
 A. Bill No. 2014-25 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI AMENDING PECULIAR  
  MUNICIPAL CODE §115.330 “DUTIES” TO COINCIDE WITH CHAPTER 140 OF THE PECULIAR  
  MUNICIPAL CODE. 
   *1st Reading 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He stated that this is going to make the purchasing requirements of the City 
Administrator coincide with the established purchasing policy. This bill is merely to not have conflicting information in the code. 
 
No Board comment. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-25 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Ford and was approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts made a motion to accept the first reading of Bill No. 
2014-25. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and was accepted by a 6-0 voice vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 B. Bill No. 2014-26 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PECULIAR, MISSOURI AMENDING CHAPTER 140 
  OF THE  PECULIAR MUNICIPAL CODE TO CHANGE OUTDATED INFORMATION AND UPDATE  
  PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS.   
   *1st Reading 
 
City Clerk Nick Jacobs addressed the Board. He stated that this bill will update outdated information, as well as make daily 
purchases easier by raising the minimum amount requiring 3 phone bids from $250 to $500. Per the Boards request from the 
last meeting staff added the statement in the Bill that the City Administrator will inform the Board of purchases over $10,000 
which were in the approved budget via his monthly report. 
 
No Board comment. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-26 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Ford and was approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts made a motion to accept the first reading of Bill No. 
2014-26. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and was accepted by a 5-1 voice vote with Alderman Turner casting the 
Nay vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Nay 
 
 C. Public Hearing and Bill No. 2014-27 - AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TWO (2) SECTIONS OF CHAPTER  
  400 OF THE PECULIAR MUNICIPAL CODE TO DEFINE HEIGHT AND AREA RESTRICTIONS FOR THE  
 



  C-1, GENERAL BUSINESS AND C-2, CENTRAL BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICTS. 
   *1st Reading 
 
City Planner Cliff McDonald addressed the Board. He stated that this was reviewed by the Planning Commission with no 
comments for or against. He stated it puts a height restriction on C-1 and C-2 zoning of 3 stories as well as increase the front 
yard setback of 30 feet for C-2 zoning and an increased side yard requirement for both districts if abutting a residential district. 
He stated there were some questions from the last meeting about the difference between a C-1 and C-2 district and there are 
30 different permitted uses between the two.  
 
Alderman asked about the height restriction. Asking if it was 53 feet or has it changed. 
Staff commented that previously there was no height restriction and this will place it at 3 stories. 
 
No public comment.  
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to have the first reading of Bill No. 2014-27 by title only. The motion was seconded by 
Alderman Turner and was approved by a 6-0 voice vote. Alderman Roberts made a motion to accept the first reading of Bill 
No. 2014-27. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and was accepted by a 6-0 voice vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 D. Resolution 2014-50 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMAN ADOPTING THE PARK BOARD 
  BYLAWS FOR THE CITY OF PECULIAR AS A GUIDE FOR THE PARK BOARD TO ASSEMBLE,  
  ORGANIZE AND FUNCTION IN THE BEST INTERST OF THE CITY AND ITS RESIDENTS. 
 
Parks Director Nathan Musteen addressed the Board. He stated that the Park Board have spent some time developing these 
bylaws and have had the City Attorney review them. These bylaws were approved by the park Board at their last meeting. He 
said they eliminated the secretary position and made the vice chair the Board of Aldermen liaison.  
 
Alderman Turner asked if this would tie into chapter 115.  
Staff stated that this is just a guiding tool to abide by chapter 115. 
 
No public comment.  
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-50. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and was 
accepted by a 6-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
 E. Resolution 2014-51 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMAN ADOPTING THE TREE BOARD  
  BYLAWS FOR THE CITY OF PECULIAR AS A GUIDE FOR THE TREE BOARD TO ASSEMBLE,  
  ORGANIZE AND FUNCTION IN THE BEST INTERST OF THE CITY, ITS RESIDENTS AND ITS TREES. 
 
Parks Director Nathan Musteen addressed the Board. He stated these bylaws have much the same standard as the Park 
Board bylaws. They were adopted by the Tree Board at the last meeting. These would be a guideline to follow to allow the 
Board to function properly. 
 
No Board comment. 
No public comment. 
 
Alderman Roberts made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2014-51. The motion was seconded by Alderman Ford and was 
accepted by a 6-0 roll call vote.  
 
Alderman Ford           Aye   Alderman Ray                  Aye  
Alderman McCrea          Aye   Alderman Roberts    Aye 
Alderman Fines           Aye   Alderman Turner      Aye 
 
City Administrators Report 
 
3rd Friday coffee is this Friday at Meadow View Estates. Sadly the City did not get the TIGER Grant. Brad commended staff on 
their efforts towards the Grant. The final budget with its appendices and table of contents is available online so it can be 
submitted for an award. The Mayor’s Christmas Tree lighting will be December 4th. Evaluations of staff is being conducted over 
the next few weeks. Peculiar is one of the few Cities in the area who do goal based raises. The forfeiture funds that were 
received are almost all spent so we will not need to send any money back. 180 cases went through the Municipal Court this 
last month. The first meetings of the Comprehensive Plan update are getting scheduled. Moving forward with contractors 
trying to reduce the cost per linear foot for curb replacement. Water Department is holding steady at keeping water loss low.   
 
Alderman Concerns 
 



Mayor Stark commended staff on the hard work on the TIGER Grant submittal and even though it was not given to the City, 
the professionalism of the product will get us known and allow the City be taken more serious. 
 
Alderman Ray asked what the status of the monument sign was. 
At present the contracted engineer is not going to redo the design without receiving payment and Brad directed staff to contact 
the City Attorney’s office to discuss the matter further. 
 
Aldermen McCrea asked that recommendations from the consulting presentation be clearer as to the estimated cost involved. 
Staff commented that they will try and put an estimated cost on the recommendations.  
 
Aldermen McCrea asked what role the Chamber of Commerce plays in being a small business point of contact. 
Chamber President Gary Mallory stated that the chamber would not play a role because they cannot speak for the City but 
would attempt to steer business owners to the City.  
 
Alderman Directives 
 
Send joint proclamations to the Ray-Pec Foundation. 
Move forward with selling the Bonds. 
Send MoDOT the executed contract. 
Bring back Bill 2014-25, 26, and 27 back for 2nd reading. 
Send approved resolution to Park Board about their approved bylaws as well as the Tree Board. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
On a motion from Alderman Ford, second from Alderman Ray, the meeting was adjourned at 8:22pm with a 6-0 voice vote. 
  
Regular session minutes were taken and transcribed by Nick Jacobs, City Clerk.   
 
______________________________ 
Nick Jacobs, City Clerk 
 
Approved by the Board of Aldermen: 10/20/2014 

 


