
 
 

Planning Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – April 11th, 2013 

Peculiar City Hall, Council Chambers @ 7:00pm 
 

Present: Mr. Tim Conway (Acting Chairman), Mr. Neill Cox, Mr. Jerry Ford, 
               Mrs. Kimberly Mallinson, Mr. Don Turner, City Planner Clifford McDonald  

 
1.  Acting Chairman Conway called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2.  Commissioner Conway asked all to stand for the “Pledge of Allegiance”  

 
3.  Roll Call of Members: 
     Commissioner Antonides Absent 
     Commissioner Conway              Aye 
     Commissioner Cox   Aye 
     Commissioner Dougherty   Absent 
     Commissioner Ford  Aye 
     Commissioner Mallinson  Aye 
     Commissioner Turner  Aye 

 
4.  Consideration of the Minutes, March 14, 2013.  Mr. Conway asked if there were any corrections or additions 
to the minutes – none were presented:  Motion Made, Seconded & Passed (MMSP) to accept the minutes as 
presented.  (Mr. Ford, 2nd by Mr. Cox). 
 
5.  Consideration of the Agenda:  Agenda was reviewed, recommendation made to change the order of business 
to #7 New Business before #6 Old Business: Motion Made, Seconded & Passed (MMSP) to accept as changed. 
(Mr. Turner, 2nd by Mr. Cox). 
 
6.  New Business: 
 
     A.  Discussion of proposal to amend the zoning ordinance to provide approval procedures for a “Minor 
Subdivision.”  Mr. McDonald presented the concept of a Minor Subdivision to the Commission, explaining it 
represented a simple request, similar to a “Lot Split” (which has negative association).  A Minor Subdivision 
process is not permitted when public improvements, easements, or significant improvements are required.  The 
current zoning ordinance has a similar waiver for a subdivision which is Five (5) acres or more in size, but 
nothing for a smaller subdivision.  The Commission expressed concern about splitting/subdividing a Five acre 
tract in a Residential Estate District and the impact on surrounding properties; Mr. McDonald clarified that any 
subdivision would still come before the Planning Commission and Board of Aldermen for approval, and first & 
foremost must meet the existing properties zoning requirements – otherwise it would need to be re-zoned.  Mr. 
McDonald stated this was not a common occurrence, but that it would be nice to have in the City’s “tool kit” in 
the future.  The Commission agreed to pursue this as a change to the zoning ordinance, and Mr. McDonald will 
present a draft ordinance for their review in the near future prior to scheduling any public hearing. 
 
    B.  Discussion of proposed “changes” to the zoning ordinance, considered general housekeeping.  Mr. 
McDonald reviewed the list of Eighteen (18) changes to the zoning ordinance which make minor corrections to 
ensure consistency and reflect past changes (i.e. elimination of District PUD).  The commission reviewed the 
changes, and appreciated the format in which they were presented.  Questions arose about whether any New 
revisions/additions were being presented; Mr. McDonald clarified the changes consisted of: updates from 
previous changes, reference corrections (A instead of A-G, C-O instead of O-C, etc.), and changes to eliminate 
redundancies in both Accessory Structures and Fence Sections of the ordinance.  The Commission 
recommended moving forward with the corrections; Mr. McDonald will draft the required ordinance and 
schedule a Public Hearing to formally present the changes. 
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7.  Old Business:  
     The Planning Commission continued the review and discussion of Zoning Districts: O-C, C1, C2, CP and 
I-1 to allow Permitted Uses instead of only Special Use Permits.  The Commission proceeded to hold 
discussion and review of each listed use on the “Peculiar Code Standard Uses” Matrix, identified which District 
the use should be approved for, and identified it as either a “Permitted Use” or a “Special Use.”  The 
Commission did not identify any uses for District A-C (Arts & Culture) as this district has the largest list of 
permitted uses already.  Mr. Conway stated that we can “Transcribe” the approved uses into the Matrix at the 
next meeting or so and amend the Matrix to include any uses for the A-C District which are not listed.  The 
Commission maintained their concern about allowing too much Office Use to occupy Commercial property, as 
office use does not create near the revenue for the City as Retail Commercial.  The Planning Commission 
continued the review of the Matrix and completed the next two (2) pages of the spreadsheet (four pages total).  
The Commission reaffirmed this process may be lengthy, however the review is very thorough and the City 
Ordinance regarding Commercial Zoning and Land Use should be treated as a ten (10) year vision for the City 
and not a short-term fix.   
 
8.  Commissioner’s Comments:  No comments presented.  
 
9.  Next Meeting Date:  Scheduled for May 9th, 2013. 
 
10.  There was no further business; Commissioner Conway called for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Cox 
motioned to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Turner, MMSP;   Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
Minutes were taken and prepared by Mr. Clifford McDonald, City Planner. 
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