
Walking Among Giants 
(An Award Comparison) 

 
It would be easy to say “an award, isn’t that nice, great job” and move on ahead.  I think seeing 
the other communities which have been awarded the Creative Community award and how they 
“look” compared to us will give a more real picture as to how amazing this achievement is.   
 
Year Awarded City Receiving Award Population Structure/Staffing/Etc. 
2007 Columbia, MO 113,225 City’s Office of Cultural 

Affairs, fully staffed, have a % 
for Art on all public building 
projects 

2008 St. Joseph, MO 77,176 Allied Arts Council (started in 
1963), fully staffed 

2009 Springfield, MO 162,191 Springfield Regional Arts 
Council, fully staffed 

2010 Lee’s Summit, MO 92,468 City with various stakeholders, 
has comprehensive cultural arts 
plan, fully staffed 

2011 Chesterfield, MO 47,749 City via comprehensive cultural 
plan and department, fully 
staffed 

2012 Joplin, MO 49,526 The Chamber via their cultural 
affairs committee (called 
Connect2Culture), fully staffed 

2013 Webster Groves, MO 23,055 Staffed arts commission and 
many services via their 
university 

2014 Kansas City, MO 464,310 City Arts Commission, fully 
staffed, have % for art 

2015 Peculiar, MO 4794 DPACD, all volunteer 
 


