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CITY 

 MEETINGS 
          
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Alderman 
1st & 3rd Mondays, 6:30 p.m.    

 Each Month 
 

Planning and Zoning  
Commission  

2nd Thursday, 7:00 p.m. 
 Each Month 

 
Park Board 

2nd Monday, 7:00 p.m.  
Each Month 

 

All meetings are held at City 
Hall in the Council Cham-
bers and are open to the 

public. City Hall is located 
at 250 S. Main Street. 

 

Board of Aldermen meet-
ings are video taped  and are 

available on the City’s 

 website. 

 

All agendas and minutes 
from city meetings are avail-
able on the City website at 

www.cityofpeculiar.org. 

City Wide Clean Up Day has moved! 

Saturday October 25th 8am - 5pm 

Free to all Peculiar City Residents 

Town & Country Disposal Facility 22820 S. State Route 291 

Harrisonville, MO 64701 

For details call 816-779-2222. 

Message From the Mayor 
 

Fall has arrived and with the new season are lots of opportunities to get out and enjoy our hometown and 

support local businesses and vendors.  There are lots of activities going on Peculiar. 

 

The Peculiar Vintage Flea Market in Downtown Peculiar on October 11 from 8 am to 4 pm, you can find 

more details on Facebook at The Peculiar Vintage Flea Market 

 

Peculiar Chamber of Commerce hosts the 7th Annual Harvest Moon Festival on October 18, the Parade is at 10:30 am and 

festivities continue until 7 pm, there are still opportunities to sponsor, have a booth or join the parade, information at 

www.peculiarchamber.com 

 

Downtown Peculiar Arts and Culture District hosts a Hometown Holiday shopping event at Brierly Hall and participating busi-

nesses Downtown Peculiar on November 8 from 9 am to 5 pm 

 

Tickets also go on sale in October for DPACD’s Piccadilly and Art Auction in February- every year this event sells out, so get 

your tickets early at www.downtownpeculiar.com 

 

Your Board of Aldermen and city staff have been very busy.  The new fiscal budget has been approved and adopted by the 

Aldermen.  The new budget is available at the city’s website and includes, continuing to fund our reserve accounts (city’s sav-

ing accounts for emergencies), funding an additional Police Officer, bringing our park maintenance back in house with the 

addition of 1 full time employee, bringing our IT back in house with the addition of 1 full time employee, as well as a 5 year 

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  This was all done with only a 4.07% increase to our budget, and if you remove the reserve 

funding it is slightly over a 1% increase.  The CIP is vital to our city’s future by addressing infrastructure needs, maintenance 

and planning for future growth.  For too many years, these issues have been ignored and I am pleased that we finally have a 

plan to address these needs.  This CIP is also available on the city’s website.  The budget also allows for some increase in 

rates for city utilities.  These increases will be used to fund the Capital Improvement Plan projects.  Please note the specifics 

of those increases outlined in this newsletter.  This fiscally responsible management has led to an upgrade in our GO Bond 

rating, we were upgraded from an A to an A+ this is the highest rating a city of our size can obtain.  We are very proud of these 

accomplishments, staff and the elected officials have worked extremely hard to take great care and get the most out of your 

tax dollars. 

 

The Aldermen have also been presented with the Market Analysis Study that was completed on the city’s behalf.  This gives 

the staff and Aldermen some very insightful information about different ways to market our city to attract new businesses as 

well has help grow the existing businesses in our community. 

 

The Aldermen have selected a firm to do the update of our Comprehensive Master Plan.  This document is what lays out the 

plan for the future growth of our city.  Please be on the look out for opportunities for public input on this process.  We plan to 

hold public meetings in the coming months to make sure that this document is reflective of our entire community.  We look 

forward to working with everyone on this project. 

 

Work continues to press forward on our 211th street/I-49 interchange.  The city was disappointed to learn that we were not 

recipients of any of the TIGER Grant funds, even though our staff worked very hard on our grant proposal, there was just not 

enough money to fund all the very competitive grant applications.  Only one other project was funded in the rural category in 

the entire state and it was for a bridge over the Missouri River, it is difficult to compete with that kind of need.  However, we 

did receive $1.1 million in grant funding through MARC to help off set cost associated with this new interchange and school 

road improvements.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all out and about in community this Fall and at the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting on December 

4th.  

 

Holly J. Stark 

http://www.peculiarchamber.com
http://www.downtownpeculiar.com
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New Water and Sewer Rates Coming in October 
 

Utility rates are increasing; the City of Peculiar Board of Aldermen has approved the following utility rates beginning in October 2014 

 Water rates across the board are increasing $2.50/1000 gallons, to ensure a steady, sustainable water supply  

 Sanitary sewer rates are increasing $0.55/1000 gallons, for increased operational and maintenance costs, as well as funding 
“cash” for future CIP     

 Trash service remains unchanged 

Yet, the single largest CIP second only to new interchange will be a NEW WATER SUPPLY.  As discussed, proposed and adopted with 
both the FY 2013-2014 and FY 2014-2015 budgets, the BOA approved the long-term water rate increase of $1.50/1000 gallons and 
$2.50/1000 gallons, respectively for a new connection to Kansas City water near the Hubach Hill elevated storage tank along J Hwy 
in Raymore.  This project allows the city to connect to water sources significantly cheaper than its current source.  With the total 
project cost of nearly $4M, the cost of the project will be funded with the issuance of revenue bonds, and the planned increases 
over the next two (2)  fiscal years are as follows: 

 FY 2015-2016  $2.00/1000 gallons 

 FY 2016-2017  $1.50/1000 gallons 

City staff is constantly being asked, “Why is my water bill so high,”?  First; the monthly bill you receive is actually a utility bill show-
ing three different charges, water, wastewater (sewer) and trash. 

The cost of water consists of the following: 

 Wholesale water costs 

 Operation and maintenance 

 Capital improvements, including much deferred maintenance 

 Debt   

For the average monthly usage of 5,000 gallons, and the cost for that water in the City of Peculiar beginning with the October 2014 
billing cycle is $80.79.  If you divide the cost of your water ($80.79) by the amount of water you receive (5,000 gallons) you pay 
$0.016158 for each gallon.   That is less than $0.02/gallon!   It needs to be pointed out, if you use less or more than 5,000 gallons the 
cost will be slightly different. 

We hope this gives you another outlook of your water bill.   

PECULIAR WATER WORKS MISSION STATEMENT  

The City of Peculiar, Water Works Division is dedicated to providing a safe, reliable, high quality, water supply product that safe-
guards the public health of our customers by meeting or exceeding all state and federal guidelines at a cost effective rate.  

If you have any questions, please contact City of Peculiar’s Engineering office at 816-779-2228 

Rates for 2014/2015 
Water     Sewer   Trash    2011 Bond 

City     City    Residential $14.80  $12.00 

Minimum $19.71  Minimum $15.55 Senior (55+) $13.80    

1000+  $15.27  1000+  $7.40 

Rural     Business/Government 

Minimum $22.45  Minimum $20.55 

1000+  $16.27  1000+  $8.90 

     Rural 

     Minimum $50.55 

     1000+  $9.90 



Downtown Peculiar Arts & Culture District Announces Classes 

and Hometown Holiday. 
 

The Downtown Peculiar Arts & Culture District announces the addition of arts/crafts/artful living classes!  

Classes will be held year round.  We are already in full swing for fall classes but there are still lots of oppor-

tunities to try something new or return to something old.  You can jump into book club at any time.  The 

Happy Bookers meet the second Tuesday of every month.  We are currently reading “The Invention of 

Wings” by Sue Monk Kidd.  If you have little ones or take care of little ones, schedule outings the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of the month for Storytime in the Book Mobile (parked in front of Brierly Hall at 163 W. 

Center St.).  Currently most appropriate for 2 – 5 year olds. Arrive at 1:45 to settle in, story begins at 2:00.  

We have both day and night Yoga classes (beginner to intermediate level currently), furniture repurposing 

and open studio coming up.  One and done workshops coming up include two brush and bottle workshops, an 

autumn centerpiece workshop and how to make a cute snowman out of a two liter soda bottle.  A new sched-

ule of classes will start in January so even if you can’t jump in now, watch our website 

(www.downtownpeculiar.com) for the new schedule.  We plan on a summer kids’ art camp as well.   

 

Something you would like to see offered (must be art, craft or artful living based) – let us know at               

info@downtownpeculiar.com!  Have something you would like to teach?  Let us know.  We are currently 

looking for someone to teach quilting, someone to teach stained glass and someone to teach a class for wom-

en to teach them how to use power tools to build small projects (bird houses and feeders, benches, etc.).   

 

Also – put on your shopping face and join us in Downtown on November 8th for the 3rd Annual Hometown 

Holiday!  Six locations throughout Downtown will host artists, crafters, vendors, food, sales, gift baskets and 

entertainment for holiday decorating, gift giving and – let’s face it – shopping is hard work so you should buy 

something just for you too!  
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9TH ANNUAL HARVEST 

 MOON FESTIVAL 
Downtown Peculiar, MO   

 

Saturday, October 18, 2014 
11:00 a.m.  to 7:00 p.m. 

Parade starts at 10:30 a.m.   
 

The Harvest Moon Festival in Peculiar is just around the corner!!!  Plan to 

join the Peculiar Area Chamber of Commerce as we host the 9th Annual Harvest 

Moon Festival.  The festival will be held on OCTOBER 18TH, 2014.  

 A parade will kick things off at 10:30 a.m..  Parade line-up will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the 

old Conoco Station. 

 Festival booths open at 11:00 a.m. – lots of food and crafts for sale 

 Bouncy houses and trains for the kids from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 Petting zoo and pony rides from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. 

 Live music all day –11:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Kid’s costume parade at 11:00 a.m.  

 Pumpkin decorating contest – a prize will be awarded 

 Bra Decorating contest - $5.00 entry fee – a portion will be donated to the American 

Cancer Society 

 Digital Scavenger Hunt 

 Beer and Wine Tent 

 Random giveaways!!! 

For information regarding the parade, please contact Gary Mallory 

(cassmallory@yahoo.com) at 816-820-8740. 

For festival and vendor booth information, please contact Kathy Gladden 
(kgladden@cbronline.net) or Kim Thornton (kthornton@cbronline.net) at 816-779-2100.  
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MAYOR’S TREE LIGHTING 

Peculiar Tree Board Takes Root 
 

Like Trees? Have an interest in planting and protecting our city trees? Join the 

Peculiar Tree Board! The Peculiar Tree Board meets quarterly to assist City Staff 

in efforts to: 

 Beautify the appearance of the City of Peculiar by promoting and en-

couraging the responsible planting, care, replacement, and mainte-

nance of trees in the City.  

 Provide educational materials and programs to the public concerning 

the advantages of trees and the planting and maintenance of all trees 

within the community. 

 Assist in the supervision of a Memorial Tree Program  

 Assist City staff in preparing the annual Arbor Day event and becoming 

a certified Tree City USA 

 

If you like trees and want to learn more about how to care for your own trees and 

protect our public trees, considering joining the Peculiar Tree Board. Contact 

Nathan Musteen, Parks and Recreation Director, for more information at 816-

779-2225 or log onto our website at www.cityofpeculiar.org. Our next scheduled 

Tree Board meeting is December 2nd at 5:30pm at Peculiar City Hall. 

December 4 

5:30pm 

Brierly Hall 

Sweet Treats, Holiday Joy  

and pictures with SANTA  

The City of Peculiar is pleased to announce opening registration for  

the 2nd season of Peculiar Parks & Recreation youth recreational basketball 

 league for boys and girls in grades 4th through 8th. Boys and girls of all skill 

 levels are invited to participate in a premier basketball league that focuses on  

skill development, team building, learning and fun. Each team will play  

an 7 game regular season schedule. All equipment is provided and each  

player receives a game jersey and participation award.  Practices will begin  

in December and held on weekday evenings. Games will begin in January and be 

shared with neighboring leagues. Home games will be held at Raymore-Peculiar  

Facilities located in Peculiar on Saturdays. Registration fees are $85 per player, but 

players registered by October 31th will receive a discounted rate of $75 per player. 

Register at City Hall or log onto www.cityofpeculiar.org and look for “youth basketball 

league” on the parks and recreation home page to register online. 

 

Deadline to Register: November 7th 

Think you have Holiday Spirit? Got the best decorated house in town? Put your skills to the test and enter your festive 

home in the 1st Annual Peculiar Holiday Home Decorating Contest. 

 

Peculiar’s Holiday Home Decorating Contest  

The Peculiar Park Board would like to invite Peculiar Residents to join us this Holiday season to show off your community pride and light up this special time of year. 

It’s a great way to spend some time with your family and get in the Holiday spirit. So, pull out your Santa, sled, reindeer, wreath and those beautiful lights! The contest 

is open to residential single family homes in Peculiar City Limits. 

 

Winners will be chosen for the most “Peculiar” and the most “Festive” display.  Judging will be done by members of the Peculiar  

Park Board and City Staff. Winners will receive a special yard sign, special recognition on the City Website and mention in the  

January City Newsletter.  

 

Judging Date: December 11th     

Time:  6:00pm – 8:00pm (be sure your lights are on)                         

Fee:  $5.00 per house 

Deadline to Enter: December 10th.  

Log onto the City’s website at 

www.cityofpeculiar.org or stop by City 

Hall for a registration form 

 

http://www.cityofpeculiar.org
http://www.cityofpeculiar.org
http://www.cityofpeculiar.org
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Credit Card Skimming Fraud 
 

Criminal hackers are increasingly using Bluetooth-enabled technology in card skim-

ming operations to improve operational security by reducing the time required to 

retrieve data. Bluetooth-enabled skimming devices allow thieves to wirelessly re-

trieve captured credit card data, negating the need for repeated physical access to 

retrieve data. Criminal hackers are most vulnerable to discovery during the installa-

tion and retrieval of the skimming device, which takes approximately 5-10 minutes. 

These devices are nearly impossible to detect once installed and are available for 

purchase online. 

 
Tips for Credit Card Skimmer Fraud Awareness. 

 
 Inspect the card reader and the area near the PIN pad for any suspicious devices 

or tampered-with equipment 

 If using a debit card, attempt to conceal the PIN from visual detection by cover-

ing the keypad with your hand as you enter it. 

 Use gas pumps and ATMs that are in plain view of passersby and surveillance 

cameras. 

 Look at other nearby gas pumps or ATM card readers to see if they match the 

one you are using. 

 For ATMs, inspect the device—look for uneven colors or loose PIN pads—and 

tug on card slot before insertion. 

 Avoid gas pumps where the tamper-safe security seal affixed to the pump has 

been broken. 
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