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MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR . . . 

 
Harvest Moon Fesitval 

October 30th 

__________ 

Yard Waste Days 

Sat. October 16th 

Sat. December 4th 

—————— 

City Trash Days 

November 5th and 6th 

____________ 

City Offices Closed 

Mon. Oct. 11th 

Thurs. Nov. 11th 

Thurs. and Friday 

Nov. 25th and 26th 

 

                   

                              The Mayor’s News 
On the November 2nd election, there will be a City of Peculiar question. It will 
read as follows: 
   Question 
Shall the City of Peculiar, Missouri impose a motor vehicle fuel tax, including 
both gasoline and diesel fuel, at a rate of one cent ($0.01) per gallon to be 
used to fund the construction, reconstruction, maintenance, repair, signing, 

lighting, and cleaning of roads and/or streets and for the payment of principal and interest on 
bonded indebtedness incurred for road and street purposes, the use thereof being subject to 
such other provisions and restrictions as provided by law? 
 
We estimate that this tax would bring in $80,000.00 to be used ONLY as stated above.  Most of 
this amount would be paid by truckers and other persons traveling US 71 Highway.  If you drive 
12,000 miles per year and get 20 miles per gallon, your additional cost for fuel would only be 
$6.00 per year.  This is a small price to pay for better streets. 
 
Some events coming up include the Harvest Moon Festival on October 30th, City Trash Days 
on November 5th and 6th and Yard Waste Pick-Up days on Sat. October 16th and Sat. Decem-
ber 4th.  Additional information about these events are found in other parts of this newsletter. 
 
The City’s financial situation seems to be improving.  The steps we took last year to cut costs 
are working.  Our new budget (October 1, 2010-September 30, 2011) includes taking city em-
ployees off of furlough and doing some capital improvements of our infrastructure. 
 
I hope every resident of Peculiar has had a good summer and that you will all be blessed in the 
coming days. 
Mayor’s Thought For the Day– It is incumbent on every generation to pay its own debts as it 
goes.  A principle which if acted on would save one-half the wars of the world. (Thomas Jeffer-
son) 

 

 

TRASH AND RECYCLING SERVICES 

 

Peculiar is happy to announce that as of September 1st, Town and 
Country is our new trash and recycling service provider.  Everyone 

should have received their new green poly kart trash cans as well as a blue recycling 
tub.  Town and Country has requested that the recycle bins and trash karts be set on opposite sides of the 
driveway at the curb and the trash kart placed so the metal bar is facing the road.  The containers should 
be placed out no later than 6:30 a.m. on Fridays.  Town and Country prefers that all trash be bagged and 
placed in the kart. Items to be recycled do not need to be bagged and can be placed directly in the blue 
recycle tub. If your trash kart is broken and needs to be replaced, please contact Town and Country at 816
-380-5595 to deliver a new one. Trash karts will not be replaced simply because they are dirty or have an 
offensive odor.  

 

Town and Country offers bulk item pick up once a month. You may choose any one Friday of the month to 
place one bulk item at the curb for pick up at no extra cost. Appliances are not considered bulk items and 
will not be picked up so please do not set any appliances at the curb. 

 

Town and Country will pick up yard waste twice per year at no additional cost. This fall they are scheduled 
for yard waste pick up on Sat., October 16th and Sat., December 4th. Yard waste will be accepted in bun-
dles 24” in diameter and no longer than 4’ lengths. Clippings and leaves must be placed in paper bags 
and a maximum of 25 bags per household will be picked up. 

 

If you have any questions regarding your trash and recycling services, please contact the Water Depart-
ment at City Hall, 816-779-5212, ext. 222. 
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   From the Desk of  the City 
Administrator 

There are many activities coming up over the next few 

months, so keep an eye out for flyers and mailers for all 

activity schedules. We hope the residents are enjoying the 

new trash service. We had some troubles on the changeover, 

but are hopeful over the course of the month it will all be 

running smoothly.  

The budget has been set for the next fiscal year and making 

the cuts from a year and a half ago is paying off. You will see 

more capital projects in the community this next year as well 

as more programs.  

The upcoming November election will be very important for 

the residents of Peculiar to vote on road improvements. The 

Mayor has pointed out many of the details in his article. I 

would like to state some additional facts that many residents 

may not know: Many people think that when you buy gas at 

Flying J or Casey’s that those taxes go straight to the City. That 

is not completely true. In the State of Missouri, all gasoline 

taxes across the State go to Jeff City. Then the State (based 

on the last 10 year census) distributes the tax “per head” of 

that population. This is a big loss to the City of Peculiar. Flying 

J has many trucks that come off the highway to fill up that 

adds a lot to our infrastructure cost. We know that a great 

amount of fuel is being sold there. However, under the State’s 

current formula, they use the last census which is from the 

year 2000 at 2,604 residents. We only get this amount in 

gasoline tax, even though our current population is around 

4,800. In our opinion, these past 5 years we are losing money 

that we should have received from the State. The City went to 

our State Legislators about trying to change the formula 

somehow to be more reflective of our situation. The 

Legislators were told that the formula was in the Missouri 

Constitution and that it would take a State-wide constitutional 

amendment to change anything. The State Department of 

Revenue told our legislators they would not support a change. 

The Missouri Municipal League of Cities said they could not 

support it as the bigger cities such as St. Louis, Kansas City, 

Springfield, etc… would be against changing the current way 

the monies are distributed.  

That is why this upcoming election is so important to you. This 

is your way to make sure that you get a fair additional revenue 

source for your roads. The lion’s share of the revenue will be 

paid for by people outside your community using your 

infrastructure. It is up to you the voter if you want to see your 

roads better maintained. 

If you hear anything that the money will be used for other than 

roads, it is false. Please feel free to write an email or come in 

to see us to get the facts. 

God Bless, 

Brad Ratliff 
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Fall is approaching and the Codes Depart. would like to re-

mind everyone of the City’s Litter Provisions relating to leaves 

and yard debris. More specifically, Section 220.030 states, “no 

Person shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, street or 

other public place within the City the accumulation of litter 

from any building or lot or from any public or private side-

walk or driveway”.   

 

Essentially, the City prohibits the depositing of leaves and 

yard debris in ditches, streets or storm water areas, including 

creeks. Furthermore, such removal of debris from city ditches 

is an expense to you as a taxpayer that could be used more 

effectively to repair streets, sewers and other important pro-

jects. The accumulation of debris in our storm water areas 

can cause failure of the system and damage public and private 

property. For these reasons staff asks that you please be a 

good neighbor and take advantage of the three opportunities 

to dispose of yard waste properly.  Town  

and Country will provide two (2) home 

pickups of yard waste (Oct. 16th and Dec. 

4th)  and one (1) trash 

day conducted by City staff this  

November. 

Who’s Who at City Hall??? 

Have you made a recent visit to City Hall and 

been confused by the person who greeted you 

from the Water Department or maybe the City 

Clerk’s office? If you were, there’s good rea-

son for that. Due to recent resignations, there 

has been some change up in staff at our City 

offices.  Amy Nash, who was our Animal Con-

trol Officer for the past 3 years, is now our 

new Utility Clerk in the Water Department.  In 

August, Deadra Clay took over at the City 

Clerk’s office. She was an Administrative As-

sistant for 2 years prior to this move. Laura 

Campbell is our new Municipal Court Clerk.  

Laura is a resident of Peculiar and happy to be 

working in the community where she lives. And 

last, but by no means least, we welcome Terry 

Wilson to our Publics Works staff. Terry comes 

to us with years of experience and will be an 

asset to our staff.  
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Dear Business Owner: 

City of Peculiar’s Commercial Sign Advertising Program (“Program”) is seeking interested local 

businesses that have a desire to advertise on the existing City of Peculiar sign plazas situated at various 

locations throughout the City.  The sign plaza locations are: Main Street at the City’s parking lot adjacent 

to Friendship Hall; NW corner of the intersection of North Street/Route C; Peace Park; and NE Corner of the 

intersection of Outer Road/221st.   

 

The Program’s intent is to promote local businesses and, as such, the City has decided to reduce the 

advertising rates from $65.00 per month to $20.00 per month (with a six-month minimum) for all sign 

panels.  As a local business owner, you can see the benefit of inexpensive and effective advertising and 

how it can assist you in the promotion of your business, especially in today’s business environment.   

 

The process is simple: 1) Stop by City Hall and pick-up a Commercial Sign Advertising Program 

application (sign specification are included in the application); 2) Complete the application and submit a 

check for $120 ($20.00 per month for 6-months); 3) Contact a sign company to create your business sign 

panel(s) consistent with the City’s sign specifications; and 4) Deliver the sign panel(s) to the City for 

installation.  It’s that simple.   

 

Interested businesses should contact Ed Courton, City Planner at 816-779-5212 as soon as possible. Sign 

placement will be on a first come, first serve basis.   

Please Keep Oil and Grease Oil out of the City’s Sewer System 

If a sanitary sewer becomes clogged with oil and grease, sewage can back up in the system and overflow from a manhole or into 
nearby buildings. The City of Peculiar cleans, inspects and repairs sewers every year, but we need your help to protect the system, 

especially in your own neighborhood. 

 

Don’t treat the drains in your home like garbage cans. Oil and grease don’t dissolve in water. They can quickly build up on the walls of 
sewer pipes and cause a blockage. When a blockage occurs, the sewage backs up in the main causing slow drainage and possible 
overflows. If the clog occurs in the service line between the home and the City’s main, it’s the property owner’s responsibility to deal 

with it. 

 

Do not dump oil and grease that are produced during cooking into your sink. Instead, keep an empty can handy in the kitchen to 
dump this material, then dispose of it in the trash after it cools. This material can be mixed with kitty litter, coffee grinds, shredded 

newspaper, etc. to make it easier to place in your normal trash. 

 

If you have a garbage disposal you must be especially careful. Oil and grease can combine with the shredded material from the dis-
posal and accelerate clogging of the pipes. The simple process of eliminating oil and grease in the drain can help prevent costly re-

pairs to your service line and the City’s sewer. 

 

Restaurants and other commercial buildings that prepare food are required to have special interceptors (traps) to keep the oil and 
grease from entering the sewer. These interceptors store the material in a special tank that must be emptied on a regular basis. An 
establishment that fails to maintain an interceptor in good working order is not in compliance with current codes and could be subject 

to enforcement action. 

 

Please protect yourself and your neighborhood.  Keep oil and grease out of the drain! 
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FALL TRASH DAYS 

SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 5 & 6, 2010 

 

The annual “Fall Trash Days” event provides a way for Peculiar residents to get rid of bulky trash items and/or yard waste that 

can’t be placed at the curb with your regular weekly trash.  The drop-off times are as follows: 

Friday, November 5 from 7:00AM to 6:00PM 

Saturday, November 6 from 8:00AM to 4:00PM 

The drop-off site is located at the City “Salt Shed” which is located at the south end of the East Outer Road of U.S. 71 Highway (just 

north of the sewage treatment plant).  If you have questions or need directions to the site, please call Rick McGee, Public Works 

Manager at 816-564-1378. 

 

Hazardous material such as paint, motor oil, fuels, antifreeze, household cleaners, pesticides, pool chemicals and batteries cannot 

be accepted at the event.  However, please refer to the Household Hazardous Waste article in this newsletter for information on a 

separate City program for disposal of these items. 

 

Proof of residency within the city limits is required for the Trash Days event and must be presented at the gate (valid driver’s li-

cense or recent water bill). 

 

Pricing: 

$5.00 for a load transported in a passenger car 

$10.00 per small truck or small trailer under 8’ length 

$15.00 per full size truck or trailer from 8’ to 16’ length 

$20.00 per one-ton truck or larger and trailers over 16’ length 

$25.00 per each “white goods” item (dishwasher, washing machine, dryer, stove, water heater, refrigerator, air conditioner)  

$1.50 per auto/light truck tire (off rim) 

$3.50 per auto/light truck tire (on rim) 

$5.00 per large truck tire (off rim) 

$15.00 per large truck tire (on rim) 

$20.00 per farm tractor tire 

 

Seniors 65 years of age or older will not be charged the per-vehicle or trailer charge, but will be re-

quired to pay for white goods and tires. 
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MEET THE CHIEF of POLICE 

This October 1st I will begin my 43rd year as a full time law enforcement officer. 
My name is Harry Gurin and I look forward to meeting with the citizens of this 
community to ensure that your law enforcement  needs are met. I have an open 
door policy and I am willing to listen to your praises and complaints. I patrol the 
city, along with my officers, and have become very proficient in unlocking vehi-

cles whose owners have secured their keys on the inside of their cars. 

 

I am extremely proud of the men and women that I have the pleasure to work with at the Peculiar Po-
lice Department. We select, retain, and recognize only the best employees. Every one of us strives to 
provide an incomparable level of service. It is our daily challenge to provide a level of service that 
meets your needs.  Please do not hesitate to let us know when we have met this challenge or where 
we may have fallen short in your eyes. 



 

T H E  P L A N N I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  W A N T S  T O  R E M I N D  A L L  B U S I N E S S E S  O F  

T H E  C I T Y ’ S  T E M P O R A R Y  S I G N  R E G U L A T I O N S .   P R I O R  T O  E R E C T I N G  

Y O U R  S I G N ,  A  B U S I N E S S  M U S T  O B T A I N  A  T E M P O R A R Y  S I G N  P E R M I T  

F R O M  T H E  C I T Y  A T  A  C O S T  O F  $ 2 0 .   F O R  Y O U R  C O N V E N I E N C E ,  T H E  

R E G U L A T I O N S  A R E  L I S T E D  B E L O W :  

 

A. Temporary commercial signs shall be allowed only upon issuance of a sign permit in  

 conformance with this Article, which shall specify the size and location of the temporary 

 sign as well as the time period for which it may be displayed.  

B.  Temporary commercial signs:   

   1. Shall be displayed for no more than 120 total days per lot, in any calendar year; 

   2. Shall not exceed 60 square feet in area; 

   3. Shall not exceed one sign per street frontage; 

   4. Shall not be displayed prior to 45 days before nor after 3 days following an event being advertised;                   

       and must be displayed on-premises. 

C.  Commercial banner signs may be allowed as follows: 

   1. Seven (7) days or less, no size limitation; 

   2. More than seven (7) days, all banner signs shall be limited to sixty (60) square feet or obtain 

 approval from the Board of Aldermen to allow greater than sixty (60) square feet of signage; 

   3.  Shall be displayed for no more than 120 days per lot, in a calendar year;  

   4.  Shall not exceed one sign per street frontage; 

   5.  Shall not be displayed prior to 45 days before nor after 3 days following an event being advertised; 

   6.  Displayed on-premises; and  

   7.  The Board of Aldermen may approve off-premise banner signs. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ed Courton, City Planner at 779-5212 X 226.   

 

 

 

CITY MEETINGS 
Board of Alderman 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays 

Each Month 
 

Planning & Zoning  
Commission 
2nd Thursday  
Each Month 

 
Park Board 

2nd Monday  
Each Month 

 

 

 

All meetings are held at City Hall 
in the Council Chambers & are 
open to the public. City Hall is 
located at 600 Schug Avenue. 

 

Board of Aldermen meetings are 
video taped  and are played at 
1:00pm  Monday through Friday 
and can be viewed on Comcast 
Cable Channel 7. 

 

All agendas and minutes from 
city meetings are available on the 
City website at 
www.cityofpeculiar.com 
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CORNERSTONE CHAPEL 
&  

FRIENDSHIP HALL 
 

Located at West Center  

& First Street 

 

Available for Rentals 

Weddings 

Receptions 

Meetings 

Special Events 

 

For rental information 

Contact Deadra at 

779-5212 Ext 221 

Please join your friends and neighbors in making good use of the blue recycling bins that were recently distributed 
city-wide. There is no limit on the amount of recyclables that you may place at the curb. Here are some very simple 

guidelines for your new bin: 

Put these in the bin:   Don’t put these in the bin: 

Newspaper (not in plastic bag) Automotive fluid containers 

Telephone books   Hazardous material containers 

Manila Folders   Glass jars & bottles 

Office Paper    Styrofoam  

Brochures    Plastic bags 

Cardboard soft drink cartons Gift wrap 

Paperback & hardback books Blueprints 

Pizza boxes (wiped clean)  Hanging file folders 

Catalogs    Paper cups & plates 

Junk mail    Tissue paper 

Advertising inserts   Paper Towels 

Magazines    Photographs 

Corrugated cardboard  Pet food bags 

Cereal & shoe boxes   Fertilizer bags 

Cardboard egg cartons  Charcoal bags 

Shredded paper (in paper bags) 

#1 thru #7 plastic containers (rinsed) 

Aluminum cans 

Steel (tin) food and beverage cans 
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