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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR...

June 2

City Wide Garage
Sale

June 8-10

Clara Brierly Festival of Arts

June-July 2012 Issue

Peculiar City Wide
Garage Sale
Saturday, June 2, 2012

MAPS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT VARIOUS BUSINESSES
IN PECULIAR

MoDOT will be holding a public meeting regarding the 71 bridge clo-
Mo DOT |sure and the new 211th Street interchange on Tuesday June 5th from

(= 5:30-7:30 at the Cornerstone Chapel.

To the City’s knowledge MoDOT still plans on closing the Bridge over
US 71 starting on July 5th 2012 for 40 days for repairs. The exit and entrance ramps will
still be accessible on each side but no traffic will be allowed crossed. Please note that this

project is MoDOT’s and the City does not have any say in how the bridge is closed.
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TRUCK AND TRACTOR PULL

The Peculiar Park Board will host a MSTPA sanctioned Truck and Tractor pull on Saturday
June 16th at 7pm at the 66 acre City Park located on Harper Road south of 222nd St.
This is the 2" largest attended tractor pull the MSTPA puts on. Concessions are available
at the tractor pull so pack up the family and head out for some family fun. All revenue
collected is used by the park board to help build and maintain our park system. We re-
ceive no money from the city budget and are entirely a volunteer board. To volunteer to
help or become a park board member contact any park board member listed on the city
web site — www.cityofpeculiar.com.

Ticket prices are $15/adult, $5/children 5-12 yrs. of age and under 5 are free.

5700# Profield Tractors 6000# Superstock Tractors
9000# Profield Tractors 7400# Modified Tractors
6200# Pro Street 4WD Trucks 6200# Pro Stock 4WD Trucks
6200# 2WD Truck 8000# Diesel Trucks

9500# Prostock Tractor 4.1 Unlimited Pro Tractors
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NEWS FROM MAYOR JUNGMEYER

| came across the following interesting figures about Cass County city budgets. Which city do you think gets the most out of
~ the money they have available? My answer is Peculiar. What do you think?

City Population Yearly Budget Budget Per Person
Belton 23,116 $40,057,000 $1732
Harrisonville 10,019 $34,220,000 $3415
Pleasant Hill 8,113 $11,038,000 $1360
Raymore 19,206 $21,931,000 $1141
Peculiar 4608 $2,778,000 $603

Whenever the city does something right, | welcome the opportunity to share it with you. An article just appeared in the Missouri Municipal

Review magazine entitled "City Of Peculiar Is Poised For Growth". In this article, it states "By being proactive in understanding and tackling
phased upgrades to its sanitary sewer system, the City of Peculiar has established itself as progressive and responsive to the needs of its

current and future citizens, as well as good stewards of the taxpayers' money".

Please attend the Public Meeting on June 5, 5:30- 7:30 pm. This will be hosted by MODOT and the City of Peculiar concerning the 71 Hwy.
bridge closure project and the proposed 211th Street interchange project. By attending you will receive information you need about these
projects and financing for the interchange project.

Our local businesses need you to support them when possible. They need your help to stay in business and grow. This will encourage other
businesses to locate in Peculiar and in turn lower your taxes.

@M Mayor

FROM THE DESK OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR

There are many activities coming up for the month of June in Peculiar. Please come out and attend these family events in your
community. Recently we have completed $343,000 in road projects in Peculiar. $221,000 spent on overlay projects last year
and the $343,000 completed this year. We have spent $564,000 combined over two years overlaying our roads. This does
not include the $187,000 that is spent every year on salt and sand, potholes, street lights, curbs, gutters, etc... We only col-
lected $232,000 in property taxes for operating cost of the City. We collected $127,000 in property taxes for a 1999 bond. So
in total this year we have collected $359,000 in property taxes from the whole City. As you can see, just in road projects this
year we have spent more on our roads than we collect in property taxes for operating cost. The City did not go in debt to over-
lay these roads. Remember, when you look at your property tax bill, the City is 10% of that total tax number.

We have many upcoming and exciting projects that the City will be looking at this year that will forever change the future of the
City. Many of these projects will ensure that Peculiar will grow in a quality way while broadening our tax base. We thank you for
completing the economic development survey. It will aid us in our work to attract businesses to our community. In addition,
there is another very important survey enclosed in this newsletter. Over time we have heard from many of our citizens com-
plaining about telephone, cable, and internet services; including their cost. This survey will aid the elected officials in knowing
the need in our community at the same time possibly making us eligible for monies through the USDA for these services.
Please complete the survey and send it back in as soon as possible. The whole point of this survey is to gather information to
verify other opportunities for these three types of communication and entertainment services for our community.

We hope you have a great summer and look forward to seeing you at the festivals and events in the community this summer.

God Bless,
Brad Ratliff
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Introducing the In-Home Display from Badger Meter

Today [ Badger Meter is the company which the City currently purchases all of our water meters
25 Gal and meter reading equipment. They have announced a new product that we feel will be
very beneficial to our residents. It is called the In-Home Display. The device is about 3

inches tall by 5 inches wide and has a magnet backing so it will stick to your refrigerator.
What it does is it pulls a reading from your meter and displays it on the screen for you so
you can monitor your water consumption. It also has the ability to tell if your water has
been running for 24 hours and will display a message alerting you of a potential leak. The City has agreed to use

its purchasing power to acquire these new units at a much lower cost for our citizens.

== | orlon 4

If you would like further information please contact Nick Jacobs the Utility Clerk at 816-779-5212 ext. 222. You
can also email me at njacobs@cityofpeculiar.com

A note regarding Water Rates

Summer is upon us and now is as good a time as any to discuss water rates. The City of

Peculiar currently purchases its drinking water from Public Water Supply District # 2,

who purchases water from the City of Kansas City. The City of Peculiar has received six

@ (6) water rate increases from our supplier since March of 2010. The water rates have

not been increased to Peculiar residents since March of 2010. Please do not get the re-

cent $12.00 Sewer BOND confused with a rate increase because the revenue from it is
only being used for necessary Sewer Treatment Plant upgrades and repairs to deal with the population
growth. The City of Kansas City has announced that they will be raising water rates 12 ¥2% per year for
the next five years to pay for their infrastructure. This will affect our supplier (Public Water Supply District
# 2) and will ultimately affect us as well.

Please be mindful of your water usage and know that we are on the bottom of a water rate chain reac-
tion and we will need to address this.

Some facts about water usage.
Top-loading machines use up to 40-gallon tub nearly full of water in each cycle.

Front-loading machines use between 10 and 24 gallons of water in each cycle.

Dishwasher made before August 2009 use between 8-14 gallons per load. After August 2009 they have
been regulated to use 5.8 Gallons or less.
A garden hose can use up to 5-7 Gallons of water per minute

Toilets are very deceiving. The average toilet uses between 4-5 gallons of water per flush. It may show on
your toilet a number that says 1.6 GPF (gallons per flush) but please keep in mind that this means that
your toilet only requires 1.6 gallons of water to flush. Most all of the toilets on the market today come set
at the 4 gallon mark and can be adjusted down. The toilet uses more water per day than anything else.
An at home test you can perform is to get some food coloring and put enough in the back of the toilet
tank to change the color. DO NOT FLUSH! Let each of the toilets sit approx. 30-40 minutes. If you come
back and notice the bowl has color in it, this will let you know your toilet is leaking.
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CITY MEETINGS

Board of Alderman
1st & 3rd Mondays
Each Month

Planning & Zoning
Commission
2nd Thursday
Each Month

Park Board
2nd Monday
Each Month

All meetings are held at City Hall
in the Council Chambers & are
open to the (})ublic. City Hall is
located at 600 Schug Avenue.

Board of Aldermen meetings are
video taped and are playecfj at
1:00pm Monday through Friday
and can be viewed on Comcast

Cable Channel 7.

All agendas and minutes from

city meetings are available on the

City website at
www.cityofpeculiar.org

The Chief’s Corner Brought to you by Chief of Police Harry
Gurin.

The Chief of Police is also tasked with Emergency Management

Duties in our City. As we are in Severe Weather season please Be alert to
changing weather conditions.

For information as to what to do during a Severe weather event please refer to
Channel 7 on your television or go online to www.cityofpeculiar.org

Peculiar Police Department Launches Nixle Community text alert system

To get information as quickly as possible, the City of Peculiar is launching a
text messaging alert system with Nixle. This system will be used by Police,
Emergency Management and the City of Peculiar.

Nixle Connect allows the city to instantly inform residents of current public
safety issues via text/SMS, email, Internet Posts, and Twitter. The service is

provided at no cost to the city, taxpayers, or residents.

Communications from the city will range from emergency alerts such as Amber
Alerts and critical incidents to routine day-to-day such as violent crime sus-
pects being sought, a burglary pattern, a major traffic incident, area boil or-
ders, or other relevant information to residents.

Peculiar area residents can sign up to receive free real-time safety information
by texting their zip code to 888777 or by visiting www.nixle.comAny infor-
mation users submit is housed on secure Nixle servers and remains anony-
mous to city staff.

CORNERSTONE CHAPEL
&
BRIERLY HALL

Located at West Center
& First Street

Awvailable for Rentals
Weddings
Receptions
Meetings
Special Events

For rental information
Contact the Brenda Conway at
806-3698

National Weather Service Alerts will be going to Public Cell Phones
Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) System.

All major cell carriers will participate

In our area, the NWS will only send the following warnings to WEA
e Tornado Warning

e Flash Flood Warning

e Blizzard Warning

e |ce Storm Warning

The messages will be incredibly data sparse (90 characters or less) and are meant to
be a "bell ringer" or notification, rather than an entire warning message. People are
advised to seek out more information once alerted to the warning.

The technology used to transmit these are not text message based, they are more
like a radio broadcast,.

This is not a NWS system. We are just putting our warnings into it. It is a FEMA/FCC/
Wireless carriers system.



http://www.nixle.com
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Drug Take Back

The Peculiar Police Department has received permission from the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug En-
forcement Administration to collect unwanted controlled substance prescription drugs on an ongoing ba-
sis until May 13, 2013. This program is to dispose of prescription drugs in a safe manner in accordance
with federal law. This program will help to minimize prescription drugs being thrown away in trash recep-
tacles and possibly entering our water systems. In addition, proper disposal of prescription drugs will help
to remove the temptation of children in using and sharing these medications. The police department is
not allowed to accept illicitly manufactured control substances such as marijuana, heroin, methampheta-
mine, MDMA or LSD.

Citizens are encouraged to bring unwanted prescription drugs to the Peculiar Police Department, Monday
- Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. You may call the police department at 816-779-5102 if you have any
questions.

City Property Maintenance Code What’s Happening at City Hall
Section 302.11 States: New Employees of 2012:
The Codes Department would like to re- Josette Poirier

mind you that where property abuts a
public right-of-way the property owner is
responsible for the maintenance of the
trees and grasses in that right-of-way to
the same degree of maintenance of the

Josette has come on board to fill the posi-
tion of City Clerk.

property. Employee of the month 2012:
Section 302.4 States: January Tom Ephland-Public Works
The Codes Department would like to re-
mind you that your yard must be main- February  Richard York-Public Works
tained at a maximum lawn height of 10
inches. March Marnie Gunnerson-
Section 302.8 States: Administrative Assistant

The Codes Department would like to re-
mind you that motorized vehicles on the
property must have a current license and
be in an operable condition. Painting of
cars is prohibited. New Alderman:

Mike Gallagher was sworn into office on
April 16th as one of the new Alderman for

Ward 3.

April Aaron Reid-Public Works

In closing please help keep Peculiar
beautiful by following these minimum
standards. Concerns can be anonymously
filed online or by calling the Codes de-

partment at 816-779-5212 ext. 227




Have a Happy and Safe

Wednesday, July 4th, 2012 -
Independence Day
City Oftices Will Be Closed

PECULIAR FAMERS’ & ARTISANS’ MARKET
Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

The market will be held each Saturday from 8am to noon beginning May 19th and running through Octo-
ber 27th. We will again be a combination of produce and art vendors.

New location is behind the Peculiar Lions Club Community Building on
Schug Avenue next to City Hall

Peculiarly Wholesome - Artfully Spun

Clara Brierly Festival of Arts 2 G/
Cecl=
"~ PLEASE JOIN US for the 4th Annual Clara Brierly Festival of Arts which  zemous rocars
will be held in Downtown Peculiar June 8 - 10. We have something for = *°**"°"°
everyone including the Peculiar Talent Show; professional stage talent from gospel to bluegrass;
old rock ‘n roll to contemporary and more; wine tasting; workshops/demos; kid art/activity area;
diverse art from all over the country and food. It’s a good time and you can literally spend hours
just hanging out enjoying all that is going on. For entertainment schedules, details, and/or to sign
up for the Talent Show - access the Downtown Peculiar Arts & Culture District website at
www.downtownpeculiar.com, look under Upcoming Events, and click on Clara Brierly. Admittance

and entertainment are free to the public. We’re sure you will want to spend part of each day with
us!




